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Our homes make us happy. 

They provide a place for family and
friends to gather, and a retreat from
the world. 

When designing our homes, we
want the result to reflect our
personality and bring us joy for years
to come. Time and again,
homeowners turn to natural and
engineered stone for its durability,
style, and versatility.

But when it comes to selecting stone
countertops, there are a lot of
decisions to make—the type of
material, the color, the finish, the
edges. The choices can feel
overwhelming. 

This guide will walk you through
the essential things to consider
when choosing stone
countertops, so you can build the
happy place of your dreams. 

About This
Guide
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The short answer? Everywhere. 

Natural stone and quartz countertops fulfill a fantastic
purpose: style and enduring functionality. This winning
combination makes them ideal for spaces that handle a
lot of traffic: 

Where Can Stone Go?

Kitchens 
Durable and easy to clean,
stone countertops and
backsplashes provide a long-
lasting look with a big design
impact. 

Bathrooms 
Whether for guests or your
personal spa-like getaway,
there are endless options for
bathroom vanities and
bathtub or shower
surrounds. 
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Where Can Stone Go?

Bars 
Stone countertops in a
game room or
entertainment room can
add a festive feel to any
happy hour. 

Outdoor kitchens 
By the pool or grilling
on the patio, stone
countertops bring your
interior style to the
great outdoors. 
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There is a beautiful variety of natural and engineered stone
types suited for countertops. Any option will upgrade your
design aesthetic and home value. But it’s smart to become
associated with the different qualities they possess, so you can
pair them to your lifestyle. 

Quartz. Engineered from natural quartz, pigments, and epoxy resin, quartz
comes in myriad of colors, patterns and styles. It’s tough like granite, but
nonporous, making it nonallergenic, nontoxic and less prone to stains. 

Granite. Because of its ease of upkeep and stunning variety of veining,
flecks, and colors, homeowners have always loved granite for countertops.
Once sealed, granite stands up to heat, stains and scratches. Perfect for a
master chef or busy household.  

Marble. Durable and luxurious. Like granite, marble comes in a spectrum of
elegant colors and veining patterns. Marble is softer than granite, making it
easier to shape unique edges during fabrication. It does, however, require
more maintenance to protect it from scratches and stains. But it can be worth
the extra effort!

Soapstone. The presence of talc in this exotic stone gives it a milky tone,
resulting in a vintage or rustic, country-style look. It’s heat- and moisture-
resistant qualities make it popular for outdoor kitchens and pizza ovens. Color
options can be more limited than other natural stones. 

Porcelain and Ultra-Compact Surfaces. A trending, lower-cost contender in
the world of countertops is porcelain and other ultra-compact materials such
as Dekton, Crossville and Stile. Porcelain and ultra-compact options are
made from a hybrid of raw materials, resulting in resilient countertops that can
stand up to stains, scratches and extreme temperatures. 

Types of Stone  
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Purpose
What will the
countertops
be used for?

You’ll want a sturdier stone for a heavily-used
kitchen vs. a guest bathroom that's rarely used. 

Placement
Where are the
countertops

going?

Certain stones, like soapstone, can withstand
rain and heat and are well-suited for an outdoor
kitchen. Quartz or granite is great for busy
indoor kitchens, as both can withstand beatings
from frequent feasts or big families.

Style
What's your

home
aesthetic?

No matter how much you love that
contemporary, black and red marble, if the style
of your home is rustic farmhouse, it’s not going
to work. You’ll want to compliment your current

color scheme and design vibe. 

Budget
How much do
you want to

spend?

Looks aren’t everything. Some stone materials
cost more than others and can vary greatly per

square foot. More expensive doesn’t always
mean better. You’ll need a more durable stone
for well-used areas. Set the price range for your

vision and stick to it. 

While it’s great that stone offers so many design possibilities, narrowing down
the options for your ideal countertops can feel daunting. After all, your choices
will be set in stone. Literally. 

Don’t panic! Here are 4 key considerations when making your selection: 

So Many Choices. How Do You Choose?
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Once you’ve determined what type of stone you want, based on its
purpose, placement, style and your budget, you are on your way!

Next, it’s time to make some smaller-but-very important decisions
about your countertops.     

                 Countertop thickness
                 Stone finishes
              Edge profiles

Let’s explore the options in each of these categories.

Details Make the Difference

When you visit the showroom, ask to
see samples of the finishes, edge
and corner profiles as well as
thickness of slabs. Doing so will
give you a much better of idea of
what’s right for your style. 
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The thickness factor can depend on the size of your space and
other design elements, such as the desired extent of an
overhang. It’s important to have an experienced countertop
installer to help guide your decision.

3 cm is the industry standard today. It offers the most strength, depth
and endurance. The style result is classic and luxurious. Although
slightly heavier on your cabinets, this thickness grade will stand the test
of time and frequent use. 

How Thick Should My
Countertops Be? 
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Finishing Touches

Polished. Glossy and easy to clean. A polished finish will
make the textures and veining in your beautiful stone really
shine. 
Honed. A soft, matte finish. Less reflective and shiny, a honed
countertop offers a more subdued feel to kitchen or bathroom.
Ideal for muted color palettes and a down-to-earth aesthetic. 

Leathered or Brushed. A newer option to the scene, this
finish is achieved by running diamond-tipped brushes over a
honed surface. The result is a pebble-like texture for a warm,
rustic look that hides stains, smudges and scratches. This is a
popular finish for Texas outdoor kitchens. 

The type of finish you choose for stone countertops will
enhance the style statement you’re going for. 

These popular finishes work for all types of natural stone:

For granite and marble countertops: 
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Space limitations
Type of stone
Maintenance requirements
Design vision

Eased edge. Classic, simple and lower priced. Eased corners are slightly
rounded, while maintaining the slab’s rectangular shape. This provides
safety from sharp edges and suits a range of modern and traditional styles.
Ogee edge. Dramatic and luxurious. Ogee edges have an S-shaped curve
at the corners. Higher in price and maintenance, but with a stunning result,
especially in marble countertops. 
Bullnose edge. A fully-rounded countertop edge. The bullnose border
features cascading curvature with no sharp corners. Perfect for families
with active children. 
Beveled edge. An affordable option for an expensive look. A beveled edge
showcases a crisp, 45-degree angle. This makes for an ornate border—a
real showstopper on a marble vanity. 
Chiseled edge. Informal and rugged. A chiseled edge leaves the stone
with a natural, unfinished edge, highlighting its sparkle and texture. Popular
in bathrooms and outdoor kitchens, or any home with antiques or design
schemes with an organic feel. 

Don’t cut corners on your edges.

Your choice of countertop edge will affect the overall functionality, style and
safety of your kitchen or bathroom. When choosing an edge profile, be sure to
factor in: 

Here are 5 popular edge types for countertops: 

Custom edges can also be created for unique results specific to your vision.

Countertop Edges
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While not as exciting as choosing a stone type, finish and
edges for your countertops, measuring your space is
essential. 

You’ll need your spatial dimensions in order make important design
decisions and get an estimate from a fabricator/installer. Fortunately,
you don’t have to be an architect to draft your blueprint. 

If you want to have a waterfall island, or if you have a uniquely-
shaped room, with round or oval areas, rest assured that your stone
fabricator and designer will be able to assist you if the geometry
becomes too tricky. 

important tip

Most fabricators and installers help with

templating, so you are simply providing a

very rough estimate to start. Don’t worry,

the exact measurements will be done by

the professionals prior to fabrication.

Measuring for Your Countertops
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Prepping for Installation

The big day is coming! 

Before your fabulous new
countertops arrive, there are a
few things to do in order to
ensure that the installation goes
smoothly. See the pre-install
checklist on the following page.

Your installer may have
additional requests.
Communication with them is key
in order to circumvent avoidable
headaches. 
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1. Disconnect and remove all old countertops, sinks and appliances—
anything that may impede placement of the new countertops. 

2. Remove all items from the cabinets, including dishes, silverware or
anything fragile. 

3. Turn off the water valve at the sink. 

4. Disconnect all plumbing and electrical wiring. Consider hiring a
plumber and an electrician as needed.

5. Remove breakables, such as wall hangings, dishes, mirrors, lamps
or anything of value. 

6. Clear the path—from the outdoor walkway to the installation area.
This includes all rugs, furniture, pets and small children.

7. Tarp furniture and floors for quicker clean up. Dropcloths are good
for protecting floors, as long as they don’t pose a tripping hazard. 

8. Open windows in the room for ventilation.

9. Cover vents and turn off A/C so dust doesn’t spread throughout
the house.

Pre-Install Checklist
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You’ve put a lot of thought, time and effort into your new
stone countertops. You’ll want to treat them well. 

Here a few tips to ensure the longevity of your gorgeous counters: 

Caring for Your Countertops

Granite may require a sealant annually or
as needed
Marble every 3 to 6 months
Quartz and soapstone will not require a
sealant at all
Soapstone can be treated with mineral oil
monthly in the first year 

Avoid strong chemical cleaners. Clean
stone countertops with mild soap and a non-
scratch sponge or microfiber cloth. Stay
away from products with bleach, citrus,
vinegar and abrasives. 

Wipe up spills right away to prevent stains. 

Sealants. Natural stone can require
resealing to protect it—a simple process you
can do with products from the hardware
store. How often it’s needed depends on
your type of stone: 

Common sense. Natural stone countertops
are extremely tough, but avoid placing a
boiling pot of water on the surface, or cutting
on the stone with sharp knives. 
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Relax and Enjoy! 
You did your homework to find the perfect stone type, color,
thickness, finish and edge profile. 

You measured and prepared your space for installment. 

Now, all you need to do is find the right fabricator and installer to
help complete the job. And then, kick-back and admire the
beauty of your new stone countertops. 

Whether in the kitchen, bathroom, bar or outdoor patio, the gift
of stone will keep on giving. Its style and strength will support
you and your family through the happy times to come. 

When you invest in stone, you’re investing in home. 

At True Blue Surfaces, our top-notch team of designers,
fabricators and installers are standing by to help you with your
design dreams. Reach out for a quote or consultation today. 

Showroom (512) 599-4294
www.truebluesurfaces.com

Instagram  @truebluesurfaces

http://www.truebluesurfaces.com/

